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Abstract A new species of the anthribid genus Xanthoderopygus is described
from the Kii Peninsula, Central Japan under the name of X. kasaharai. 1t is mainly charac-
terized by very long pygidium with a median longitudinal keel.

The genus Xanthoderopygus SENOH belongs to the subfamily Choraginae. Mem-
bers of this genus are predominantly distributed in the Oriental Region, and also to
eastern Asia, New Guinea, and Samoa Islands.

In the summer of 1979, a peculiar species of this genus was found by the junior
author, I. MatoBA on Mt. Gomadan, Wakayama Prefecture, Central Japan. This
species is characterized by very long pygidium with a median longitudinal keel, deeply
constricted abdomen, and the hanging 5th sternite with a median longitudinal keel. It
was submitted to T. SENOH for identification. Since it proved to be new to science after
a careful examination, it will be described in the present paper.

We would like to dedicate this short paper to the memory of the late Mr. Sumao
KASAHARA, who once edited the journal in Japanese, Coleopterists’ News, currently
published by the Japanese Society of Coleopterology.

Before going further, we wish to express our sincere gratitude to Emeritus Profes-
sor K. MoriMoTo of Kyushu University for his constant guidance and encouragement,
and to Dr. S.-I. UENO of the National Science Museum (Nat. Hist.), Tokyo, for kindly
reading the original manuscript of the present paper.

Genus Xanthoderopygus SENOH, 1984

[Japanese name: Kagibara-higenagazoumushi Zoku]
Xanthoderopygus SENOH, 1984, Trans. Shikoku ent. Soc., Matsuyama, 16, p. 31. Type species: Deropygus
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SAavicollis MORIMOTO, 1978, by original designation.
Deropygus SHARP, 1891, Trans. ent. Soc. Lond., 1891, p. 326 [partim]. Type species: Deropygus histrio
SHARP, 1891, designated by MoriMoTO (1978).

This genus is characterized by a combination of the following characteristics:
head, prothorax, scape and pedicel of antennae, and legs yellowish in male; the interoc-
ular distance distinctly narrower than the interscrobal distance; eyes very large,
strongly expanded latero-posteriad and approximate to each other; sternites contracted
except for terminal one; terminal one large and strongly slanting, and with ten or so
yellowish cilia along hind margin in male; pygidium with a transverse bladed keel on
disc in female; apodemes of median lobe usually located in thorax; ventral plate of me-
dian lobe remarkably longer than the dorsal plate in male.

Xanthoderopygus kasaharai SENOH et MATOBA, sp. nov.

[Japanese name: Gomadan-kagibara-higenagazoumushi]
(Figs. 1-3)

Length: 3.6 mm (from apical margin of head to apices of elytra).

Male. Colour black with the exception of mouthparts other than mandibles,
scape and pedicel of antennae, head, prothorax excluding central part of pronotum, and
legs, which are yellowish. Pubescence dense, brownish and yellowish; elytra with two
pairs of yellowish rings at basal parts and a pair of similar rings at apical parts, and
with six small patches of the same colour at the centre.

Head visible from above; eyes very large, strongly expanded latero-posteriad and
approximate to each other; rostrum almost flat, transverse, about 3.1 times as wide as
long; maximum width of rostrum about 4.4 times as wide as the shortest distance be-
tween eyes. Antennae short, hardly reaching the basal margin of pronotum, scape and
pedicel ovate, 8th the shortest, 9th triangular, apically dilated, about 2.1 times as long
as wide, 10th triangular, apically dilated, about 2.0 times as long as wide, 11th spatu-
late, about 1.9 times as long as wide, proportions in length from Ist to 11th about
1.1:1.0:1.0:1.1:1.2:1.1:1.0:0.8:1.4:1.2: 1.5.

Pronotum trapezoidal, and convex above, about 1.4 times as wide as long, widest
at basal fourth; dorsal transverse carina weakly arcuate, and connected with each lat-
eral carina at an obtuse angle, the latter declivous in basal half; carinula distinct.
Scutellum minute and punctiform. Elytra oblong, about 1.7 times as long as wide, par-
allel-sided in basal three-fifths, then narrowed posteriorly; basal margins almost
straight; strial punctures small, deep, intervals flat, distinctly wider than diameter of
strial punctures. Pygidium very long, elongated isosceles triangular, somewhat inclined
forwards, about 1.8 times as long as wide, lateral margins gradually convergent to-
wards cleft apices bearing two reflexed spines; disc swollen in apical half, and with a
median longitudinal keel in apical half, and with ten or so very fine long hairs.

Prosternum densely covered with shallow but distinct punctures; 1st to 4th visible
sternites, viewed from side, conjointly oblique, 5th hanging, with a median longitudi-
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Figs. 1-3.  Xanthoderopygus kasaharai SENOH et MATOBA, sp. nov., &, from Mt. Gomadan, Wakayama
Pref., Central Japan; 1, dorsal, 2, left lateral, and 3, anal views.

nal keel in apical three-fourths, and with brown cilia in apical part which is yellowish
brown, not black. Legs moderately long and thin; anterior femur shorter than the me-
dian which is shorter than the posterior; anterior tibia nearly as long as the median
which is shorter than the posterior.

Female. Unknown.

Holotype &, Mt. Gomadan, Wakayama Pref., Japan, 27-VII-1979, Isao MATOBA
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leg. The holotype is deposited in the collection of the National Science Museum (Nat.
Hist.), Tokyo.

Distribution. Japan (Wakayama Pref.).

Notes. In the abdominal configuration viewed from side, this species is similar
to Xanthoderopygus watanabei SENOH from the [slands of Tsushima or X. ogasawaren-
sis SENOH from the Islands of Ogasawara, but can be distinguished from them by the
following characteristics: pygidium very long, slender triangular, and with a median
longitudinal keel in apical half; 5th visible sternite with a median longitudinal keel in
apical three-fourths, and so on.

The specific name is given in honour of the late Mr. Sumao KASAHARA who
edited the journal in Japanese, Coleopterists’ News, published by the Japanese Society
of Coleopterology.
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